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_ ocumittment. The Regimental CP opened near Luco di Mugelle (9195).

The Regiment was in a bivouao area near fertaldo, Italy as the month opened,
Troops wers engaged in a program of training which stressed firing of weapons, moun- -
tain combat, physical oonditioning, scouting and patrolling. All organisations
completed final preparations for engaging in the new Fifth Army offensive against
the vaunted Gothlo Line.

"Salerno Day,* § September was celebrated as a holiday with a Regimental for-
mation. Awards presented inoluded the Distinguished Service Cross to Technioal Ser-
geant Drayton B. Norwood, Company "L", and a Presidential Citation to Company "g¥
for outstanding performance of duty in action 4n taking and holding Hill 66 near Trem-
ensucll at the start of the Guatay Line brsak-through.

The Army attack order gave the II Corps the mission of penstrating the Gothig
Line ‘and dsbouching into the Po Valley on & three division front. The 85th Divisien
with the 358th and 330th Infantry Regiments abreast-was to make the main effort.
Initial objectives were Mount Altusso and Mount Verruea, both over 3200 feet in
height. The 337th Infantry was iaitially in division reserve with orders to follow
the advance of the 338th Infantry by bounds,

FERIOD 12 SBPTEMBER - 16 SBPTHMERR

On 12 September at 1130 the Regiment moved through Florsuce to an asssmbly ares
near Blvigliano (838l), oompleting the move by 1950. Division aznounced the time of
attack as 150800 September. At the designated time all along the front infaniry
troops began to move forward and the battle for the Gothis Line had cammenced. Good "
progress was made at {irst as enemy ocutposts were forced to pull back. Just befors
dark on 13 September the Regiment moved into another adaeubly area north of the Sieve
River near Borge San Lorento. On division order, plans were made to repel counter-
attasks in ths zones of both assault regiments,

By 15 September resistance along the entirs line stiffened ss the main German .
position was reached, and forward movement wirtually atopped. Fierce reaistance and -
withering fire prevented our troops from taking Mount Altutzo in the left seotor.

The. right regiment with all rsssrves committed was also stalemated short of its ini-
tial ebjestive. 4 break-through somswhere was nooessary in ordsr to reliswe pressure
slong the entire line, At this tims the 337th Infantry was alerted for possible som-
mittment around the right of the division sector to pass threugh the 66th Infantry
Brigade, 1st British Divisien, after they capbured Mount Pratane (Hill 1081), to con=
tinue the atiack to the north, and to assume boundariss and objectives of the 33%th
Infantry. 7This plan was put into effect, and at 1830 on 15 Beptembey the 54 Battaliem
marched to Greszano with s munle train and extra litterbearers, prepared for imudi,nto
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* . PERIOD 18 SEPTRMEER - 21 SEPTEMEER

W5 AW dem the next day the 1st Battallon began the marsh to & ferward ‘agsenbly
ares, and the 34 Battalion moved forward in the zone of the let British Division, B!
rhecxtish at this time had advanoced no further than Hill #38 which was over one - ‘
thei. =l yards short of their objective, Mount Pratone., At 1000 the Commanding Of~:
fice., 337th Infantry assumed ocntrol of operations aghinst Mount Pratone. The 34 £
Battalion was then ordered to pass through the 2nd Royal Scots and capture this hill;
Higher headquarters sent word that it was imperative that Mount Pratone be taken (v
soon as possible. A prearranged plam of artillery fires om Hill 1080 was ordered .
and 1500 was set as the time of attaok. Company *E", 359th Infantry, in the genaral:
vizinity of advanoce elements of the 3d Battalion was attached to the battalion and. i
ordsred to ocoupy Monte Signorini. In the meantime both lst and 2nd Battalions wer -

ordered to move to forward sssembly areas arcund (937959). -
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REPORT OF OFBRATIONS - SEPTEMEER {CONT'D)

At 1330 "I" and "X" Companies wers moving forward meeting eniper and mortar fire.
By mid-sfternoon heavy aschine gun fire from high ground to the right {Hills 973 and
885) was holding up the advence and s platoon of Company "K" was ordered around te
the east of Hill 885, Conmpany “L" prepared to exploit this advance, if susoessful.
The 15t Battalion was glven ordsrs to move up behind the 34 Battalion snd assist in
the eapture of Mount Pratoene, since it was now avident that this hill was a key point

on the enemy main defense line and that its capture would be resisted with all possible

strength, By dark the lat Battalien officers had completed their reccanaissance and
srrangements had been made to oomait the battallon to the east of the 5d Baktaliom
when it arrived. A1l during the night Company "I® oontinued its advance and by morn-
ing was out of contact with battalion hesdquarters. The 1lsb Battalion, moving up the
draw sast of Hill 885, by noon had reached stream junctiem T10. AL 1345 an urgent
message from Company "L" said that they were on Ridge 1018-1019 tut that friendly
fire on that point had caused twelvs casualties and forosd them to withdraw five un-
dred yards, This fire was later determined to be heavy British mortars. Company IV,
unable to sdvance to the north from Hill 928 along the high ground, pulled back snd
soved to the west and then up the Rempolli draw. By 1500 this company had taken Hill

803 juet 800 yards short of the objeotive. Two hours later, 1a the fsoe of heavy mor-

tar concentrations, they had advanoed furthsr snd taken some prisoners, and an hour
#~ {ater thoy were on Mount Pratene. By 2230 the entire 34 Battalion wam on the sbjec-
tive and had organized it for defense.

Corps intelligence reports indicated that local withdrawals might take place
during the night and patrols were sent forward to maintain oomtast. Although the
aunber of men loat to enemy fire was relatively low, the troops of beth assault bak-
talions wers fatigued by the baskbreaking olimbing, and lack of slesp since the be-
ginning of the atteck. It was deoided to pass the fresh 2nd Battalion through the
forward elements to take Nount Fellone (Hill 1073), s pesk just ms formidable as the
bills already taken., At 180316 the 2nd Pattalion moved to a forward assembly area
seuth of Pratons, olosing 1a by 0730, At this time commmication was satablished
with the 1st Battalion and it was learned that the battalion's forward Sompany wea
just north of Hill 945, The battalion was ordered to take Hills 1018 and 1019, HiIl
3037 was given to the Znd Battalion as its first objective and at 1000 the attack
began, Hill 1037 was ocoupied without much fighting. The 2nd Battalion then pushed
sggresaively forward toward Mount Pellons (Eill 1078) from the south and wost against
soattered resistance which stiffened sharply as the crest of the hill was reached,

At dark the snemy battallon defending Pellione had been foroed to withdraw to the
sorthern tip of the hill. All day long the lst Battalion situation remmined emfused
es "BY and "C" Companies struggled to gain the sumit of Hille 1018 and 1019 hampered
by heavy fire and diffioult terrain, At 1840, Compeny “I¥ was sent to the northwest
to make contast with & 339th Infantry oompany om H{1l 690, This point was net on the
main ridge line and not’ thought to be strongly defended. Plans were made for the let
and 2nd Battalions to continue the attack at 190530 September and troops wers remp=
plied by mils. '

After a thirty minute preparatior, the two battalions moved forward with Mount
Aouto (Ei1l 1058) ms the initial ebjective. The 34 Battalion was ordored te follow

~ 2nd Battalion was at the base of Acuto and making ready to assault it when shell
. fire from the adjscent British artillery csused sighteen casuslties and disorganized
Qempany "F*. A% 1045 this wae. stopped and jcute was taken. The 3d Battalion had

e 'ﬁl*mﬂng forward oohelamsd to the right resr im order to protect our exposed right

ank. The 2nd and 34 Battalions msde phencmenal progress during the day im anm ex%..

; hausting oross oountry advance that by dark had netted Hills 849 and 739 and fifiy &'

pris.cers, This rapid progress of the front line had far outdistanced supply faoil~
* Yties and ereated a 8000 yard gap om our right flank, The night was spent in re-

supply snd evacuatlen of sasuaitien, and 0500 was set a3 the hour of attask the ne:\:
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On the morning of 20 September the 3d Battalien captured Mount Montale (Hill .

853), and the 2nd Battalion battled their way north soross the Santerno River to
Sen Pellegrino and Eill 725, Trom these vantage points both battalions could ses
many small groups end gun poaitions which were brought under fire with geod results.
Patrols were sent out to round up priscmere. 0On the right flsnk Hills 1083 and 1090

"L Aaken Ni11 650 and thoir patrols mads rapid progress to the morth, The lst Battaliem ¥

the route taken by Company "I and assemble south of Moscheta, At mid-morning the . -
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still remained uncaptured. This mission was given to the st Battalion. After a
ten hour march the hill mass was taken without enemy contaot,

During the night arrangements were made to pags two battalions of the 88th Di~
vision through our front line and this was accomplished the next morning, Before
the relief was completed both 3d and lat Battalions beoame engeged inm minor skirm-
ishes Xilling many enemy troops and oapturing 23. The battalions assisted in the
passage of lines and then aasembled northweat of Moscheta om & two hour alart.

FERIOD 22 SEFPTEMERR -~ 30 SEFTEMEER

The next day the troops rested and at 1520 the regiment was alerted to pams
through the 339th Infantry the night of 22-23 September. This plan was rescinded
when the one battaliom of the 335%h Infantry was forced to withdraw from Mount Gol= -
oreta,  The 3d Battaliom, 339th Infantry, however, apparently found m weak spot in
the enemy defense line and pushsd rapidly to the north in the Bordignano seotor.
The new order directed the 537th Infantry (less the 5d Battalion) to move to an as~
senbly arsa sast of Firemtuola immedlately, begin the advence from there at 250800,
by-pass resistance in the Colorets ares, contact the ¥d Battallon, 338th Infantry
and place them under 537th Infantry ccutrol,.and take the western slopes to Ia Fine.

— On the morning of 23 September the advanse began with the beattaliens in columm,
4 Battalion leading. The route followed the highway northeast 4o Camaggiore, them
turned northwest aleng mals trails &e La Torta (E11l 690). Here the 2nd Battallen
solumn was shelled but continmied to move forward., At 1800 the Commanding Officer,
$4 Pattaliom, 339th Infantry reported he was on the objeotive, Hill 781, and receiv-
ing heavy enemy artillery fire. The 2nd Battalion wes then ordered to take ovar the
position on Hill 781, This was completed at 2030, and the 34 Battalion, 339th In-
fantry assembled near Visignano in regimental reserve. The lst Batialion remained
in s defensive position around Hill 860 during the night. A message from division
ordered present positions held until further orders were issued. Though few snemy
troops were seen during this advsnce, ememy heavy artillery ¢enatantly harpssed the
forward and rear areas. '

: This rapid advanos had acocemplished two important missionss firat, the Radicosa~
Caste]l 3an Pletro Road was cut south of Roco; second, vital high ground was seized
befare the enemy could send reinforcements to hold it., But the left flank was danger-
ously exposed as the adjacent regiment was ‘Just north of Firemsuola, 6,500 yurds %0 . 0
the resr. ‘ ' C C

At dawn on 24 September the 1st Battalion began the move up behind the 2Znd Bat-
talion, and at 0800 the 34 Battalion was released to regimental control and ordered
to meve by truck to the La Torta arsa. Partisans reported that ome hundred germans
in Giugnole desired te surrendsr, and although arrsngements were made to escort them '
through the lines the sapltulation was never accomplished. Heamvy enewy fire delaysd
the 1st Battaliom but by mid-day they had assembled in the vicinity of Visligeano,
The first in a series of epemy attaoks ir small strength against the 2nd Battaliom

#~osition ocourred at 1530 but was repulsed by Compsmy "B". During the early eveming
aours many targets were taken under fire as the ensmy advanced toward our defensive
pesition wnaware that it was in our hands, Artillery fire was placed on two long
lines of (srmen infantry and a columm of vehiocles with lights streaming down the
highway. The 3d Battalion olosed in and bivouscked for the night near Ia Torta,

The next morning snemy prisomeras reported that an attack against our line was
planned, Mnemy groups sesn assembling in the open were somttered by our fire, and :
‘the ouly wnemy te get near the position were fanatioal ralding patrols that caused 3

o]

1ittle damage. At noom the lst Battalion was ordersd to send one ocmpsny to rellsve i

Company "g" on the high ground sast of Mcnsanc and thus provide the 2nd Battalion
with a reserve, since considerabls enemy activity to the front indioated that the
snemy might try to regain the gromnd held by the 2nd Battaliom. Also one let Bate
talion company wes ordsred to Hill 954 to relieve the left company of the 349th In-
fantry, At 1500 a directive from division postpened our impending attack several
days, and ordered the 357th Infantry to take over control of the entire Mount la Flae
bill mags. The 3d Battaliom was ordered to relieve the 2nd Battalion, 345th Infantryj
the let Battalion was ordered to relieve the 3d Battalion, 349th Infantry. By mide
aight beth shanges were ccmpleted. : Bl
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REPORT OF OFERATIONS - SEPTEMBER (CONT'D)

Prigoners taken during the night said that enemy commanders indicated that the
Mount Ia Fine ridge muat be retakem at any cost. During the day they kept constant
fressure against the fremt line., Bremy patrols in some strength made continuocus
sulcidal thrusts against Company "P" ou Monzano and s group of 20 attacked Company
"B" but all were rspulsed,

The 27 September was an uneventful day sxcept for continued enemy harsseing fire
which was returmed many times over. Divisicn ordered that 11 Poggioc be seized and
oooupied by the 3d Battalion after their relief on 11 Sasmso by s battalion of the

349th Infantry. The lst Battalion, 349th Infantry was pleced under command of the ™~

Commanding Officer, 357th Infantiry.

During the moerning of 28 September the turn-cver was accomplished and the 34
Battallon occupied il Poggio without contaet. Partisans reported that during the
night the enemy withdrew, so the three battalions wers ordered te send patrols north
to the highway to determine if the enemy still held the small villages of Roco, Pi-

anosldoli, and Glugnola. The 3d Battalion put one platoom on E1ll 640 overlooking
the highkway as a blocking foroe,

The next day patrols reported the highway within the regimental sector in ex-
~Dellent comdition and all towns evacuated by the enemy, Each of the patrols in Roce,
fsnonldoli, and Glugnols was reinforced to the strength of & reinforoed company.
Divieion advised the regiment that & ocorps attack was set for 1 October, ao orders

were lssued to move the battalions to a sultable line of departure.

On 30 September the Znd Battalion mssembled near Is Lame overcoming scattered
esnemy resistance on the way, and the remmindsr of the 34 Bettalion moved te Giugnols,
Fleld Order §25 was issued o all organizations with HE-Hour at 010600 October, and
another phase in the Italian campaign was ready to begin.

b il d kR L]

During the latter part of this month of offensive cperations the regimemt for
tha first time encountered the foul weather that is characteristic of an Italian win-
ter. The front line seldier's life was made more miserable by the driving rainm,
the biting wind, and the comstant cold and fog. But the factor that reduced the ad-
vance to & painstaldng oreeping forward inch by inch was the rugged terraln that pro-
vided the enemy with sxcellent delaying positions. Steep peaks of bare rock that
towsred over 5,000 feet in the air, bottomless valleys end gullies, end treachercus
mowntain trails made spsed imposaible.

Supply funotions and evmouations worked efficiently despite swollen streams, de-
stroyed bridges, and mud that rendered most secondary roads impassible. The regimental
asotor at no time during the advance contained a paved road and troops were supplied

“=v males of the 2nd and 9th Male Groups (Italian), Company "A", 3510th Engimeer Bat=
4licn worked lomg hours to provide wehicls routes as close to the front line as pos-

sible. jAn ecutstanding exanple of their skill was the jJeep trail from Imoo to Mowmt
Pratone. .

4 total of 128 priscners of war wers captured during the month; most were from . '
the Lehrbrigade, 306th, 562nd, and 716th Infantry Divisions. TUpon interrogation memy &'
admitted that they had been without food for seven days, '

The regiment went into combat with all organizations up to strength snd a Casual i
Company of 436 men. Strength of the ccumand as the period opensd was as followsg
179 officors, § warrant officers, and 3,400 enlisted men. jAttached wers 11 officers
and 246 enlisted men. At the end of the period the strength was as follomwss 171
officers, 6 warrant efficers, and 3,291 enlisted men.
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REPORT OF OFPERATI(NS - SEPTEMBER (CONT'D)

Decorations awarded this month:s

Distinguished Service Cross - T/Sgt Drayton R. Worwood
Leagion of Merit - Lt Col Barl 4. Madsen
Capt Robert R. Frisuf
8gt Rolland J. O'Gomnor
11 Silver Star Medals (1 posthumously)
72 Bronze 3tar Medals (2 posthumously, 1 missing in action)
1 Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Btar Medal
48 Purple Hearts
17 Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Hearts
289 Combat Infantryman Badges

Cltation of Tnit « Company "C™ oited for outlhnding performance of duty
in aotion, from 12-16 May 1944 near Tremensuoll, Italy,

Our battle oasualtiss for the month were as follows:

QFFICERS ENLISTED MEN

Killed in agtion 1 29
Wounded in aotion 164
N Miseing in aotion 102

3

1
F -
Total casualties -~ 320

By order of Colonel HUGHES:
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